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WHY ARE NEC® 
CONTRACTS 
DIFFERENT?
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An umbrella ‘brella – the Rihanna of contracts…

In the construction sector, we love a good acronym, 
so it’s no surprise that the New Engineering Contract 
(its ‘Sunday name’) has been shortened to NEC! 

The latest version, NEC4, was first published in June 
2017 and has since been reprinted with amendments 
in January 2019, October 2020, and January 2023.

As well as the published contract forms, there 
are a whole raft of published user guides 
available to assist users in preparing and 
managing the respective contracts too.



Like Rihanna, NEC isn’t just a one hit wonder – it’s a whole album of contracts! it’s an umbrella term 
for a suite of contracts that includes ‘full’ contracts, short contracts and subcontracts... the choice 
primarily dependant on risk and complexity, as well as the parties’ intended relationship.

The contracts can be broadly grouped into contracts for the procurement of works, services and supply of goods. 

WORKS
Engineering and Construction 

Contract (ECC)
Engineering and Construction 

Short Contract (ECSC)
Engineering and Construction 

Subcontract (ECS)
Engineering and Construction 

Short Subcontract (ECSS)
Design Build and Operate 

Contract (DBOC)
Alliance Contract (ALC)*  

can also be used for 
services and supply

Framework Contract (FC)*
can also be used for 
services and supply

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Professional Service Contract (PSC)

Professional Service Short 
Contract (PSSC)

Professional Service Subcontract (PSS)

TERM SERVICES
Term Service Contract (TSC)

Term Service Short Contract (TSSC)
Term Service Subcontract (TSS)

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT
Facilities Management Contract (FMC)

Facilities Management 
Short Contract (FMSC)
Facilities Management 

Subcontract (FMS)
Facilities Management Short 

Subcontract (FMSS)

DISPUTE RESOLUTION 
SERVICES

Dispute Resolution Services 
Contract (DRSC)

SUPPLY
Supply Contract (SC)

Supply Short Contract (SSC)



In summary:
“Eagle-eye cherry”* viewers amongst 
you will note that at present, NEC have 
not published a short form version of the 
“Professional Service Subcontract”, or the 
“Term Service Subcontract” but perhaps that 
will come in the next updates / edition!
However, the NEC suite of contracts offers flexibility 
with different contract types available for varying 
project requirements, complexities, and risks. It 
promotes collaboration, transparency, and proactive 
management, ensuring projects are delivered on 
time, within budget, and to agreed standards.
*Sticking to the music theme and adding another tenuous link!”
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Head Office 
Centrix House, Crow Lane East 
Newton-le-Willows 
Merseyside WA12 9UY

01925 273 330

For further expert advice and support, please contact Ian Hedley, 
our in-house NEC Lead at Solomons Europe.

07584 966 786 
ian.hedley@solomonseurope.co.uk


